The Top Floor is Out of This World XZ¥H#:, HiESTE

Launching rockets into outer space requires a lot of scientific knowledge and is extremely expensive. It
costs up to US$20,000 to put a single kilogram into space. There is a way to change that, but when they

first hear about it, people think it is a crazy idea.
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In 1985, the science-fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke said that “the space elevator will be built about 50 years

after everyone stops laughing.”In 2003, he changed his prediction slightly and said, “It’ll be about ten years
after everybody stops laughing, and | think they have [already] stopped.”
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But how can this be possible? Think of a very long cable with a large weight tied to one end. Launch this
weight into space high enough so that it will orbit the earth, and bring the cable back to earth and tie it in
place at the equator. Once this is done, a vehicle could literally drive up into and down from space. It

would be .... A space elevator!
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The biggest problem with that concept, however, was finding a material strong enough for the cable. That’s

not a problem anymore, thanks to a new technology called carbon nanotubes, which may provide to have

the right strength. If the space elevator can be built, the cost of sending one kilogram into space would
drop to as low as a few hundred dollars. It would be invaluable for scientific exploration as well as for

missions to the moon or Mars. It is an exciting possibility that might just become reality in the near future!
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—by Joseph Schier
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invaluable [in * veeljob!] adj. T

More Information

launch [lontf] v. &5t

in place 7t i7" 77 prepared; available
equator [1 * kwete:] n. 77if

concept [ " kansept] n. 2, W&
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